Letters from B Roezl to Frederik Sander
 

284 Roezl to Sander




Prague, December 6th, 1881

My dear Mr. Sander,

Yesterday I received notification from the post office that the box of orchids for Baron Hruby had arrived. So I went to pay for the freight charges, but at the customs office they did not want to hand over the crate to me despite all sorts of remonstrations. This was because there was no certificate saying there was no Phylloxera where they came from and that the ministry of agriculture allowed the import.

I have immediately submitted a request to the ministry but I am missing a certificate from St. Albans. Here is a copy from J.C.Schmidt which has been printed, it would be a good idea if you could have some made. But first I must get the crate out of the customs office, for there are worries elsewhere, in Erfurt, Dresden, Ghent, and Liege, they all follow suit.

Certificate

The authority, whose signature is below, certifies that on the premises of the commercial nursery of Mr. J.C. Schmidt, there is no presence of the Phylloxera bug and therefore plants from that establishment can be exported without hindrance. 

Erfurt, December ….

The Police Department, Mayoral Office

(Seal of office).

The same certificates will be required for France, Germany and Switzerland and I expect this to situation to continue for a long time.

I am not going to have paintings made of the Masdevallias from Merida. It is a pity that it was dead on arrival.

Please don’t forget to write to Edward to tell him what he is supposed to do and where to go. For he awaits a reply to the letter….

I shall write to Baron Hruby to tell him that his consignment has arrived and that I cannot get it out of there.

With kind regards,

B Roezl

F. Thienemann, Bordighera, Northern Italy writes that he would like to travel into the tropics to collect plants, he speaks German, French,English, Spanish and Italian. He is a gardener and has worked in England. I shall write to him and tell him to contact you. He asks if there are possibilities of going to Columbia.

Translated by: Maren Talbot
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